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PASTOR’S REPORT

Giving thanks should be a part of our daily lives no matter what day or
month it may be, but certainly in this month of November, we seem to spend
a bit more thinking about it and expressing it. For all that God has given to
us, we give thanks.
As I think back on this last year, I can’t help but think of the many ways in
which God has so richly blessed us. We, as a church, continue to fare well as
we still do a bit of climbing out of the COVID trenches and return to normalcy. It’s been good to see some of our church activities return and so many
people out to help and participate. Attendance at worship has remained
lower than our pre-COVID time, but I am prayerful that we will begin to see
some of those faces that have been missed back in our pews.
With that said, our church members have remained relatively healthy. We
continue to use Facebook Live as a way to offer our worship service online
and we regularly get many, MANY views each week. God has been very
much at work in this place and in us. In the midst of what has been such a
strange and difficult time, there have also been many blessings and we do
have much to give thanks for this year.
As we move through this month of Thanksgiving, let us give thanks for one
another. Let us give thanks for all that we have been given and how we are
able to share it to do God’s work in our community and in the world. Let us
give thanks for all of the varied gifts that we bring to this place and the love
and care we have for one another. Let us give thanks to God for calling us to
this work and for working through each us to make God’s presence known.
We are blessed to be a blessing.
With a grateful heart,
Pastor Nicole
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CHURCH COUNCIL
Next Meeting is Sunday, October 6 at 11:30 am
ANYONE can join a church council meeting. Only elected members are able to vote, but anyone can be present for all meetings. If you’re interested in hearing about what’s happening and what’s on the discussion
table at our council meetings, feel free to “Join” in.
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
In holy baptism God makes saints out of sinners. In holy communion God forgives the sins of all the saints.
On Sunday, November 6th we will give thanks for all of the saints “who from their labors rest,” who have
fought the good fight, who have gained the crown.
Everyone is invited to remember the many saints in our lives who have died, but whose influence continues.
Whether their earthly life ended within the last year, or 20 years ago, let us celebrate their life and influence.
You are invited to bring in any pictures with you of saints that you remember on Sunday, Nov. 6th to place
around the sanctuary. We will surround ourselves with the “great cloud of witnesses.”
NOISY OFFERING AND MONTHLY DONATIONS
Every month, Zion has two types of collection. Both of these collections are decided upon and scheduled by
the Outreach committee of Zion. The first Sunday of the month we have a noisy offering where we collect
our loose change (as well as paper) and donate it to a ministry or charity of our choosing. We also have a
monthly collection of items that go to help a local organization or ministry. These items are often collected
in baskets or bins located on the table just inside the back door in the entryway.
For the month of November, the noising offering collection will go to support the Randi’s House of Angels.
Donation Items needed: Gloves, Socks, Hard Warmers.
There are so many possibilities for ways in which we can share what God has so blessed us with and Zion
works to make some of the possibilities available. It is not meant to be overwhelming or to place any kind
of pressure on any one. We want you to feel like you can pick and choose those things that you are most
passionate about and speak to you. If and when you would like to contribute, the opportunities are there
and they are appreciated.

2ND SATURDAY SUPPERS
November 12
January 14
February 11
March 11

Pork & Sauerkraut
Chicken & Waffles
Italian Dinner
Meat Loaf & Ham

Serving 12:00-4:00pm
Adults $12—Children 3-12 $6.00
NOTES ABOUT COFFEE HOUR—NOVEMBER 2022
John Fawcett, the hymn writer of Blest Be the Tie That Binds, describes hospitality ministry as the
sharing of our hopes and prayers and our woes and burdens. Through this mutuality, we deepen our
relationships with one another and welcome the stranger.
At Zion, we demonstrate the hospitality of Christian fellowship during Coffee Hour after worship. In
our post-Covid world, we need to be more intentional about resurrecting our fellowship connections.
Linda Beard, Barbara Waxman, and Craig Staller are heading up the Coffee Hour Team. Barbara
recruits folks to provide refreshments and clean up, Linda reminds them by telephone prior to their
sign-up date, and Craig handles publicity. We’d ideally like two persons/families to donate refreshments and to clean up for each Sunday.
Store-bought treats and tidbits are certainly welcome if you are not able to provide homemade items.
If you can’t provide a food item, we welcome your assistance with cleaning up Gleaners Hall and the
kitchen. And if you can’t do that, please take the time at the next Coffee Hour to share a cup of coffee
and conversation with someone new to our fellowship.
If you would like to provide refreshments for a special celebration (birthday, anniversary, baptism,
etc.), please contact Barbara to reserve the appropriate date: (717) 884-6149 or Barb337@comcast.net.
Responsible for Coffee Hour in November are:
Date
November 6

Clean-Up
Linda Beard
Barb Waxman

November 13

Refreshments
Melanie Mimnall

November 20

Judy Harner

Second Saturday
Dinner Desserts
Judy Harner

October 27

Deb Borelli

Val Kopenhaver

Thank you for supporting this hospitality ministry through donating refreshments and helping clean
up!

Community Thanksgiving Service
Several of the area churches are coming together for a joint Thanksgiving Service on the
evening of Sunday, Nov. 20th at 6:30pm. This year the service will be held at St. Matthew’s
Catholic Church. This service has been missed the last few years and we are looking forward to gathering together again as the body of Christ. Zion Lutheran has been asked to
provide savory treats to share following the worship service in St. Matt’s fellowship room.

VACATION
Pastor Nicole will be taking her final week of vacation beginning Nov. 8-14. Pastoral care
during that week will be provided by Pastor Art Sonnenberg. Should there be any emergencies requiring pastoral care, please contact Pastor Sonnenberg. The supply pastor for Sunday, Nov. 13 will be provided by Deacon Chelle Huth. Please make it a point of being present to welcome Deacon Huth to worship.

NOTE FROM COMMUNITY AID
Did you know that Zion Lutheran Church receives 4 cents for every pound of clothing donations made in our Community Aid bin? This adds up quick! We are sent a check every
quarter and this money goes directly into our Family Needs Fund and allows us to give back
to the community when needs arise. If you are dropping off items at the bin, please be sure
the items fit into the bin and if they do not, or if the bin is full, please DO NOT leave items
outside of the bin. These items are left subject to the weather and will most likely be tossed
in the trash. Consider taking your items directly to the Community Aid store if you have
larger items to donate. Be sure to mention Zion Lutheran Church in Dauphin and the
church will receive proper credit.
GIANT & WEIS GIFT CARDS
Giant and Weis gift cards are available by contacting Sonia Evans at 717-579-0591. Arrangements will be made for pick up or delivery options.

Update from Church Council
This monthly update from Council shares highlights of the most recent Council
meeting to keep the congregation informed of things happening around Zion
Church.

The October meeting of Church Council was held in person, at the church, on October
11, 2022.
Sunday worship – In-person worship is in full swing, and continues to be available on-line.
Responsive reading of the Psalm has returned to the service.
Committee activity:
Outreach/Social Ministry – The noisy offering schedule for 2023 has been established;
“Trunk or Treat” is scheduled in the parking lot on October 31st. We continue to participate
in feeding the homeless through Isaiah 61.
Property – The elevator has been inspected and furnace maintenance performed; there is a
new color copier; a new choir room water cooler is in the works.
Worship and Music – New paraments will be dedicated on Reformation Sunday; a community Thanksgiving service is in the planning stages; the Christmas Eve service will begin at
7:00 PM; there will be regular worship Christmas morning. There will be no Sunday School
on Christmas morning.
Gleaners – Meetings are now held immediately after worship on the first Sunday of the
month; Easter egg production will resume in February.
Mens’ Group – A meeting was held; discussion centered on future activities and best ways to
provide assistance to the church, with a focus on youth when possible.

Budget Committee – A meeting will be held later in the month to begin developing the 2023 budget.
Financial Reports: Income/Expenses, June, July, August & Year-to-Date
Includes all budgeted & nonbudgeted through
July 31, 2022
Receipts
Less: Expenditures
Excess or (Deficit) Receipts Over Expenses

Total Funds:

June 2022

July 2022

August 2022

Year 2022

$10,701.25

$13,865.68

$10,416.23

$112,914.74

$21,257.08

$14,713.41

$17,535.11

$127,667.72

($10,555.81)

($847.63)

($7,118.88)

($14,752.98)

$222,131.21

Obligated Funds: $ 81,846.11
Available Funds:

$140284.43

ACTIONS:
Automatic door opener: Council gave tentative approval to the installation
of an automatic door opener on one door leading to the parking lot. The anticipated cost is $4,970.
Church directory: Catherine Smith is working on updating the directory.
Church Website: Updates and improvements to the website are on the way
thanks to Skip Wachter and Tracey Sudia.
Amending the Church Constitution: Council reviewed and approved a
slate of editorial amendments to our Constitution suggested by or required
by Synod, which will be presented to the Congregation for ratification at
the next Congregational meeting.

